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Good Day 

I’m very honored to be here to participate in Mene Tekel. This has been a wonderful experience for me. 

I’m happy to visit your beautiful city. This is my first time here, but definitely not my last. I love the culture and heritage—and, of course, I also love the Czech hospitality and beer.

I want to thank the people who made this trip possible: The organizers of the festival, "Arts without Barriers;" the co organizers, “Municipal Council of Prague” and Mayor Dr. Pavel Bem; and the Confederation of Political Prisoners chaired by Dr. Nadezda Kavalirova. Also, a special thanks to the Dean of the Law Faculty, Dr. Ales Gerloch, and US Ambassador Richard Graber, whose presence as the representative of my country is appreciated. Finally, I must acknowledge Michal Kuchta, Jan Rericha, and Daniela Rericha who helped with my travel plans and arrangements during my stay. Thank you for your support.

As the son of a famous Cold War figure, I grew up with the Cold War. I was 12 years old when my father died in 1977. At the time I didn’t know he was different from other fathers. To me he was just dad. After his death I began to learn more about his role in history, and the interest to know my father took on a greater life and purpose. I founded The Cold War Museum as a way to honor my father. Then as the idea grew, the museum took on a greater life and purpose, and it officially became The Cold War Museum in 1996.


Our museum is dedicated to those whose deeds and sacrifices furthered democracy, but it also strives for an international understanding of one of the most intense periods and some of the most dangerous years in human history.


There has been little recognition of the Cold War. It is virtually unknown to the current generation. It seems impossible to imagine that a war that lasted for 46 years and changed the course of history could be forgotten—perhaps because it was a clandestine war, fought in secrecy and silence. Not on the usual battlefield. 


Even our former Secretary of State, Colin Powell, recognized this. During a lecture he gave a few years ago, he said his own grandchildren didn’t even want to hear about the Cold War. He said he would tell his grandchildren, “Come here. Let Grandaddy tell you about the Cold War,” and they’d say, “Here he goes again!” I hope by the time I have grandchildren (What a thought!) that they will know about the Cold War very well.

 
One lesson that I hope our institutions will teach is that even though our countries have disagreements from time to time, we are true partners from the heart, we share our most basic principles: a common experience of prevailing against wicked foes and a common love of life, liberty, and peace.  I know our two countries will prevail in our hopes for a better world.                                                                          


Of all places, Prague is a pivotal point in Cold War history. Your citizens showed their true feelings during The Prague Spring and Velvet Revolution. Thousands of people were arrested and held as political prisoners between 1945 and 1989. Many victims were never heard from again. I salute the organizers of Mene Tekel for working to keep this history alive. 


One of the most important projects we share is trying to document this pivotal time in our mutual history. Locating and interviewing former political prisoners and participants in order to preserve their stories for future generations.


The Cold War was not confined to one city or country. It was a World War that affected every county. There is a Cold War Museum or Memorial in the capitol of almost every former Eastern Bloc country: Prague, Bucharest, Sofia, Latvia, and many others. There needs to be Cold War museums in every county.

I did not found The Cold War Museum in the United States with the idea of just glorifying America or my father. I have a dream of seeing a whole network of Cold War museums, memorials, and institutes around the world working together to keep this incredible period in history alive.


There is so much we could do to educate people on the many aspects of the Cold War. I would like to see a central Internet home page that would give easy access to information about all the museums, memorials, and facilities that document Cold War history. We could share our mobile displays and resources to make sure that future generations never forget this important period of world history.

As a final goal, we would all eventually partner together and form an International Association of Cold War Museums, Memorials, and Institutes. I know this is a big dream but dreams should be grand.

Before I close, I would like to ask for your help. We need support from the international community, especially the Czech Republic. I would like to ask the citizens of Prague to write their elected leaders to support our Cold War Museum in America. We do not yet have support from the Czech Embassy in Washington, DC. Your letters on our behalf would matter a great deal. I would also like to ask that you tell your family and friends who have an interest about our efforts.
This is has been an outstanding trip for me. And once again I congratulate the organizers of the festival, "Arts without Barriers;" the co organizers, “Municipal Council of Prague” and Mayor Dr. Pavel Bem; the Confederation of Political Prisoners chaired by Dr. Nadezda Kavalirova, and everyone who has made Mene Tekel an outstanding legacy, not only for the people of Prague, but for all people, to make sure this amazing period in world history will always be remembered. 


Thank you very much.

Francis Gary Powers, Jr
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